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of pork. They also enjoyed venison if a deer came in sight. Among the 
workmen, “Uncle Billie” Bethers became almost a legend. His hands 
shook very badly, but he was a crack shot. When deer would come in 
sight he would pick up a rifle, and while his companions would wonder 
if he could ever keep the weapon still long enough to shoot, he would 
aim at his prey and always get it. Tradition has it that he never missed. 

Eight-hour days were unknown to the canal workmen, and they 
labored from dawn to dusk, and then spent the evenings around camp 
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The official homestead papers for William S. Bethers who was the first white man to 
establish a permanent home in the Daniel area. The document bears the signature of 
President Chester A. Arthur and is dated November 15, 1881. 


fires spinning tall tales and workmen's yarns. All their wages were in 
stock in the irrigation company. 

Part of the canal route required a 1,000 foot tunnel through the 
divide into McGuire Canyon. George Muir took the contract to drive 
the tunnel, and sub-let the work to James and Andrew Lindsay. One 
started from the east end and the other from the west. When they met, the 
west end was a foot higher, which caused many problems. During Spring 
run-offs silt would settle at this point and cause the water to back up. 
Cave-ins were also a problem in the tunnel, and usually dangerous to 
clear out. 

Three difficult years of sacrifice and labor were required to build 
the three-mile Strawberry Canal, but by 1889 it was delivering some 33 
second-feet of water into the Daniel area. More than $6,000 had been 


